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Broome Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex,
color, religion, age, national origin, disability, marital status, sexual orientation,

or status as a disabled veteran or veteran of the Vietnam era in the
recruitment or education of students; the recruitment and employment of

faculty and staff; or the operation of any of its programs or activities.
Where relevant, state and federal laws apply.

Broome Community College
Department of Physical Therapist Assistant

Box 1017
Binghamton, NY 13902
Phone (607) 778-5211
Fax (607) 778-5467

www.sunybroome.edu

Why Physical Therapy
Assistant?
Sports injuries, accident rehabilitation, and physical
limitations brought on by aging, illness or birth defects,
all require physical therapy.  You can be a part of the
healing process as a physical therapist assistant.

The physical therapist assistant is part of a team that
plans and implements a patient care program.  The
assistant carries out interventions that might include
exercises for increasing strength, endurance, coordination
and range of motion; the use of heat, cold, electricity,
sound or water to relieve pain and stimulate muscle
activity; instruction in safe physical activities and the use
of walkers, crutches and wheelchairs.  The PTA might also
assist the therapist in performing tests and evaluations/
examinations as well as observing and reporting patient
responses to treatment.

People with compassion, inquisitive minds, physical
stamina and an interest in working closely with patients
will find a career as a physical therapist assistant very
rewarding.

Graduates Find Jobs
Graduates of the BCC Physical Therapist Assistant
program choose either to seek immediate employment as
a skilled health care provider working under the supervi-
sion of a licensed physical therapist, or to continue their
professional education at one of several upper-division
programs.  Employment prospects are good and varied.

Graduates are employed in area and regional
hospitals, private practice offices, nursing homes, sports
medicine clinics, schools or health fitness clinics.
Salaries are currently competitive and are expected to
continue to rise further over the next several years.
Successful completion of national certification examina-
tions after graduation affords mobility, job security, and
access to positions in almost any area of the country.

For more information about this program, please call
the Physical Therapist Assistant Program at 607 778-5211
or e-mail at abrams_d@sunybroome.edu.

The Physical Therapist Assistant Program is accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education,

1111 N. Fairfax Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  Phone:  703-714-8880.

Support for the development/production of this material was provided by a
grant under the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical
Education Act Amendments of 1998 administered by the

New York State Education Department.
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Associate in Applied Science
The Physical Therapist Assistant Program at Broome
Community College is a two-year, fully accredited,
clinically-based curriculum leading to the Associate in
Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree.

Clinical training in hospital laboratories affiliated
with the program provides hands-on experience.  This
course of study is designed to prepare students for
immediate employment as skilled health care providers
working under the supervision of licensed physical
therapists.

The program may require more than two years to
complete, depending on a student’s academic background.
The department will tailor a program assuring each
student the opportunity to earn the A.A.S. degree in
Physical Therapist Assistant.

Do I Qualify?
To complete the Physical Therapist Assistant program
within two years, entering students should have success-
fully completed:

Level 2 Math Course I and II Regents or Math A—
85 min. exam grade or Applied Math I, II and III or
Algebra I and Geometry

Biology Regents or equivalent—74 min. grade
Chemistry—74 min. grade

50 hours observation or volunteer work in a
setting where physical therapy is practiced
(must be met prior to enrolling in PTA classes)

Good health and physical condition to meet job
demands

Students who lack the background described are still
encouraged to apply.  Based on an evaluation of back-
ground, individuals may be accepted to BCC and advised
through a preparatory program.  Each entering student is
tested prior to scheduling.

First Level Courses
Introduction to Physical Therapy I, II /
PTA 100, 101
A two-course introduction to medicine and the profession of
Physical Therapy.  Includes medical terminology, profes-
sional behavior, ethics, documentation and patho-
physiology.

Basic Musculoskeletal Anatomy / PTA 104
An in-depth study of human bone and muscles. Includes
identifying muscles and their origin, insertion, nerve and
action.

Human Biology I and II / BIO131, 132
Anatomy and physiology of the skeletal, muscular, nervous,
circulatory, respiratory, digestive, urinary, reproductive, and
endocrine systems.

Physics for Physical Therapist Assistants /
PHY 118
A physics course, designed specifically for the PTA, which
covers the basic principles of physics.

College Writing I / ENG 110
Study and practice in the composition of ideas and
information.

General Psychology / PSY 110
A basic course that defines psychology and explores
methods, statistical applications and history of psychology.

Developmental Psychology / PSY 210
Explores human intellectual, personal and social develop-
ment from infancy through childhood, adolescence and
adulthood.

Introduction to Rehabilitation / PTA 102
Explores the principles of normal body alignment, mechan-
ics, posture, balance and movement.

Physical Agents and Massage / PTA 103
Explores the basic principles of massage and the applica-
tion of heat, cold, and other modalities in physical therapy.

Standard First Aid Management of
Emergencies / MDA 114
Provides students with the skills necessary to provide first
aid and resuscitative care to a patient.

Clinical Affiliation I / PTA 110
A 3-week clinical experience in a clinical setting under the
supervision of a physical therapist.

Second Level Courses
Kinesiology / PTA 201
The study of muscles and muscular movement.

Therapeutic Exercise / PTA 202
Explores the principles and techniques of therapeutic
exercise used to treat neurological medical, surgical, and
orthopedic conditions.

Senior Seminar I and II / PTA 213, 224
A two-course sequence that presents additional neurologi-
cal, orthopedic, medical and surgical conditions and allows
students to integrate theoretical knowledge and clinical
experience.

Clinical Training II and III / PTA 210, 220
Includes a variety of experiences in actual clinical settings.
The student is assigned to work with patients under the
supervision of a physical therapist.

Communicating About Values / Eng 220
Social Science Elective

Total credits required for graduation:  71

The purpose of the Physical Therapist Assistant Program at Broome
Community College is to educate technical health workers to enable them

to function in the role of Physical therapist Assistant as defined by
the State of New York and according to the guidelines of the

American Physical Therapy Association.
Critical thinking, problem solving, lifelong learning, and community

responsibility are the program cornerstones—
serving the PT profession is the foundation.


